






QueeRadar, which regularly monitors anti-LGBTIQ+ rhetoric in the Azerbaijani media, is marking 

its third anniversary.

Over the last three years, along with monitoring the representation of LGBTIQ+ in the Azerbaijani 

media, we have been conducting trainings for journalists on how to create queer-inclusive articles, 

and organizing competitions to arouse interest in the creation of impartial and fair journalistic 

materials.

The aim of our annual monitoring is to pay special attention to discriminatory statements against 

people based on sexual orientation and gender identity and to analyze and document the use of 

incorrect vocabulary and hate speech in relation to vulnerable social groups in Azerbaijan.
 
"Hate speech" implies expressions that threaten public safety, incite hostility and dehumanize 

certain groups of people. Based on instances of hate speech in the local media, there are three 

types that should be conditionally recognized:
 
- direct incitement to hatred, discrimination and violence;
- spread of threats and insults on a discriminatory basis;
- expressions containing discrimination and stigma;

One important event, in terms of impact on the media landscape of Azerbaijan in 2021, was the 

adoption of the Law on Media. The law was passed despite repeated criticism from local 

journalists. Critics say the law will significantly affect the freedom, independence and quality of 

media in Azerbaijan.

Unfortunately, in 2021, materials that were queerphobic and distorted the reality of queer citizens 

appeared in Azerbaijani media. 
 
In 2021, Azerbaijan maintained its LGBTIQ+ phobic status, ranking last on the ILGA-Europe’s 

Rainbow Map. Attacks on LGBTIQ+ and hate speech are on a rise in the country. While LGBTIQ+s 

celebrate yearly Pride Month around the world, this month there have already been numerous 

attacks in Azerbaijan, and there have been reports of LGBTIQ+ people being evicted from their 

rented apartments. A transgender woman was brutally murdered in August, while another 

transgender woman was attacked in November.

In our current report we present how these events are reflected in the media, the transphobic and 

homophobic silence of the media against the background of violence and killing of LGBTIQ+, in 

what context and within what boundaries the news article was prepared, who was interviewed 

and who was not, which point was exaggerated and which point was obscured or relegated to the 

background.

We express our gratitude to those media representatives and researchers who try not to distort 

the lives and realities of queer citizens in their journalistic writing and are sensitive to ensuring 

that that news is not prepared on the basis of cis-heteronormative discourse.

INTRODUCTION

https://rainbow-europe.org/annual-review
https://rainbow-europe.org/annual-review


Through a year-long study, QueeRadar documented the frequency of mainstream media reporting 

on LGBTIQ+ related issues and the representation of LGBTIQ+ people in the documented coverage. 

We searched through the online versions of 23 media outlets in Azerbaijan for examples of hate 

speech based on gender identity and sexual orientation from January until the end of December 

2021. 

We selected media outlets based on the following criteria:
1. It has a website.
2. It reaches a wide audience.
3. It publishes material on socio-political topics.

Searches were performed using keywords. To identify LGBTIQ+ related stories we used keywords 

such as lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, intersex, sexual orientation, gender identity, homophobia, 

transphobia, queer, as well as Azerbaijani pejoratives towards LGBTIQ+ “mavi (blue), üzdəniraqlar, 

minorities”.

When we came across relevant articles, we asked the following questions:

Methodology

• Are the human rights of LGBTIQ+ people being violated in the text?

• Is there space for the views of LGBTIQ+ people in the text, or space mostly (or entirely) given  to 
   people who reject LGBTIQ+ people or are hostile to them?

• Who/what are the main sources of information for the story? Did the authors use a variety 
  of sources?

• What local terms are used to describe LGBTIQ+ people?

• Does the story provide background information about the social and political conditions of 
   LGBTIQ+ people in the country?

• Is there any prejudice against LGBTIQ+ in the text?



Infographic 
research results

Results from search engine searches revealed 501 materials from 23 media outlets in 2021. The 

results show that LGBTIQ + coverage in the local press is sensationalized, the people are 

portrayed in a derogatory context, or LGBTIQ + human rights are completely ignored by 

journalists.
According to an analysis conducted by QueeRadar, 62.5% of media coverage was biased in 2021.

Figure 1.



According to the monitoring results, phobic and degrading expressions such as “üzdəniraq”, “mavi 

(blue)”, “minorities”, “petukh” were used in articles and news about LGBTIQ + in the press.

Figure 2.



According to the number of publications including terms or keywords on LGBTIQ+, in 2021, as in 

previous years, media outlets associated with the state in terms of funding or political relations 

are in the top five. An analysis of the articles and news reveals that the problems of LGBTIQ+ in 

the pro-government media are not covered in the context of the protection of their rights and 

freedoms. The growing interest compared to last year was a reaction to the growth of the political 

agenda of LGBTIQ+ activists.

Figure 3.



While preparing the classification of news in the media, we tried to group the biased content 

together in accordance with 11 signs.

Figure 4.



2021-ci il nələrlə 
yadda qaldı

LGBTİQ+ related topics that were high on media’s agenda in 2021 are as follows:
 
     ·  Blogger Sevinj Huseynova's hate calls
     ·  Homophobic and transphobic attacks
     ·  Eviction from rental housing
     ·  Transgender woman Nuray’s murder 
     ·  Scandal around raising a rainbow flag in the stadium
     ·  Attempts to criminalize the community based on several incidents involving LGBTIQ+s
 

The above-mentioned are the most notable topics related to discrimination and hate speech 

against LGBTIQ+.
 
In July 2021, the social media phenomenon Sevinj Huseynova, who introduced herself as a 

journalist, made a . Ignoring local laws, harsh transphobic and homophobic video appeal

Huseynova called for violence and murder, and threatened LGBTIQ+s with death.
 
Although her page on TikTok was blocked because of hate speech, she continued to do so on 

Instagram, targeting LGBTIQ+s by sharing them on her Instagram story and urging the 

authorities to take action against transgender people.
 
On August 22, a transgender woman was reportedly burned to death with her hands tied in the 

Puta settlement of the Garadagh district of Baku. Three days later, on August 25, she made another 

video appeal to the public, justifying the murder of the transgender woman and threatening 

transgender people with death:

"Behave yourself and just try to live quietly from now on, or more and more transgender people 

will be murdered! Because we have brave sons in this country, who will not allow you to do 

whatever you want in front of their mothers, sisters, families and children! ”
(  magazine)Minority Azerbaijan
 
As a result of Sevinj Huseynova's calls, Avaz Hafizli, a queer journalist and employee of Kanal-13, 

attempted suicide on the night of September 4-5. He took this step after Huseynova's open threats 

against him. After becoming an open target, on February 22, 2022, Avaz Hafizli was murdered by 

his cousin. This case will be analyzed in detail in our monitoring covering 2022.

Sevinj Huseynova's hate speech remained a hot topic for LGBTIQ+ activists and platforms for 

months. However, very few media outlets focused on death threats against a group of Azerbaijani 

citizens. Thus, the first five media outlets that publish the most news or articles about LGBTIQ + - 

Yeni Musavat (80), Milli.Az (73), Haqqin.Az (47), Qafqazinfo (28), Lent.Az (27) turned a blind eye to 

Sevinj Huseynova's calls for hatred, the most pressing issue of the year. Only one brief news article 

about Sevinj Huseynova's actions was published on the Qafqazinfo.az website after she targeted an 

Interior Ministry spokesman in October. The article with the title "This time Sevinj Huseynova 

https://mikroskopmedia.com/2021/09/02/lgbtiq-feali-nifret-nitqi-yayan-blogerin-fealiyyeti-dovletin-siyaseti-ile-ust-uste-dusur/
https://minorityaze.org/696-blogger-sevinc-huseynova-translari-olumle-hedeleyib?fbclid=IwAR1B8kgt0NI5o_7hMj8HOHoMvO_r8tqvrviATVC0gTucD6zCDnq7zCN4jr0
https://minorityaze.org/696-blogger-sevinc-huseynova-translari-olumle-hedeleyib?fbclid=IwAR1B8kgt0NI5o_7hMj8HOHoMvO_r8tqvrviATVC0gTucD6zCDnq7zCN4jr0


insults Interior Ministry official - Video" reads that she denied Interior Ministry’s Spokesperson 

Zahidov's media statement and insulted him while doing so. She posted a video on social media in 

response to Zahidov's statement that “Sevinj Huseynova has apologized for what she said." She 

denied the information and said that she did not apologize to anyone and had no intention to do 

so. Thus, Qafqazinfo.az published only a denial of the news which it did not report about.

Monitoring shows that one of the main tendencies in the Azerbaijani media is to hurry to make a 

refutation of the news which they did not publish earlier. For example, this can be clearly seen in 

the reports about transgender women being evicted from rented apartments. On June 9, LGBTIQ + 

reported that three transgender women were forcibly evicted from their home located near the 

“Dostlug” cinema in Baku by officers of the 20th police station, leaving all their belongings and 

money in the apartment. Although the victims complained to the Ombudsman's Office, the 

Ombudsman would not meet them directly..
 
Let's look at some examples of how this event was covered in the media.



The headlines and main texts of the news are copies of each other with slight differences. The 

press release written by the Ministry of Internal Affairs on June 10 and sent to the media was 

recreated by using the "copy-paste" method (from 16:30 to 17:00).
The incident was reported under the headline “MIA: facts about apartments of minorities under 

investigation Sexual minorities evicted from home in Baku: Police intervened Conflict between ”, “ ”, “

sexual minorities and landlords - MIA investigates”.
 
The media outlets, which remained silent while the victims were being evicted and heading to the 

Ombudsman's Office, did not comment on the matter outside the Interior Ministry's press release 

and did not give the evicted people the right to speak as the victims of the incident. Nor did they 

provide the slightest mention of LGBTIQ + prospects referring to LGBTIQ+ activists' statements 

on social media platforms, as well as a limited number of other media outlets covering the 

incident. 

The rights of queer citizens are violated in Azerbaijan, but the mainstream media circulates this 

news in a manipulative way. As a result, it makes self-expression of queer citizens, whose social, 

economic and cultural rights are not recognized, problematic, and legitimizes the violence against 

queer citizens and violations of the law.
As a result, readers are served one-sided and biased news articles.

https://report.az/hadise/din-cinsi-azliqlarin-kiraye-go-tu-rdu-yu-menzillerle-bag-li-fakt-aras-dirilir/
https://report.az/hadise/din-cinsi-azliqlarin-kiraye-go-tu-rdu-yu-menzillerle-bag-li-fakt-aras-dirilir/
https://big.az/439011-bakida-cinsi-azliqlar-evden-qovuldu-ise-polis-qarisdi.html
https://teleqraf.com/news/toplum/291087.html
https://teleqraf.com/news/toplum/291087.html


We can see the same approach in the case of a murder of a transgender woman Nuray, another 

incident that happened in 2021. Again, with the exception of a handful of journalists, the 

traditional media have been biased in their coverage of the crime in terms of language, style and 

investigation.

How the incident happened?

On August 18, transgender woman Nuray was killed. Her burnt body was found in Puta settlement 

of Garadagh region on August 22. Transgender women protested against the incident in front of 

the Garadagh District Police Office and the Ombudsman's Office. They said blogger Sevinj 

Huseynova was responsible for the crime. 

What was the media coverage of it?

The crime was comprehensively and fairly covered by several media outlets. However, the 

approach of most media outlets to the event is described in the left column:

     ·  An incorrect term such as "sexual minority»
       was used;

     ·  The incident was reported only on the basis
        of press releases by the Interior Ministry and
        the Prosecutor General's Office;

     ·  The prospects and opinion of LGBTIQ were 
        ignored;

     ·  There is an attitude that what happened was 
        not a crime, a crime of hatred, but a scandal;

     ·  With the caption "Sexual minority killed in Baku 
        for this reason" copied from each other, the
        reader assumes the killer had valid reasons for
        the crime. They tried to legitimize the murder
        in the text by stating that "... he deliberately 
        killed him by inflicting multiple stab wounds 
        during an argument between them because the 
        video on his mobile phone was not deleted by 
        the latter."

     ·  “Initial reports said the victim was not a 
         woman, but a member of a sexual minority”. 
         This transphobic sentence also suggests that
         trans women are not real women, which is a
         widespread manifestation of transphobia in the
         Azerbaijani media.”

     ·  Finally, another element of transphobia
        circulated by the local media was "deadnaming."



One of the events in the spotlight of local and foreign media in 2021 was the display of the rainbow 

flag by Danish fans in the quarterfinals of Euro 2020 in Baku on July 3. The police intervened and 

confiscated the flag.

“ ” (Yeni Müsavat, 06.07.2021)LGBT flag scandal at the stadium in Baku: who needs it?
 
“ ” (Qafqazinfo, Regarding the LGBT flag taken away from a fan in Baku - Official statement

05.07.2021)
 
“ ” (Ədalət qəzeti, The world that embraces LGBT: Immorality, disease or a purposeful plan?

07.07.2021)

These are two examples of LGBTIQ+phobic headlines regarding the display of the flag in the  

EuroCup finals 2020.

https://www.musavat.com/news/bakida-stadionda-lgbt-bayragi-skandali-bu-kimlere-lazimdir-iki-baxis_812196.html?d=1
https://qafqazinfo.az/news/detail/bakida-azarkesden-alinan-lgbt-bayragi-ile-bagli-resmi-aciqlama-328877
https://www.adalet.az/w220257


All the news on this topic is presented by devaluing and criminalizing the rainbow flag, which is a 

symbol of LGBTIQ+ struggle and visibility. This approach has been applied both by selecting 

emotionally charged words and by circulating statements by queerphobic officials and political 

figures.

Yeni Müsavat tried to justify its homophobic position by referring to the statement "which sees no 

difference between man and woman" by made President Ilham Aliyev in 2019 and then approached 

Gunel Safarova, a member of the Supervisory Board of the State Support Agency for NGOs, and 

Ahad Mammadli, official of Ag Party (known for its discriminatory and regressive policies) for 

further comment. Both interviewees openly and indirectly described the display of the LGBTIQ + 

flag in the stadium as the will of Western funds, and tried to discredit people by accusing them of 

using the classic method of "promoting something for money." Ahad Mammadli took the 

opportunity to address the government agencies: “The Ag Party is against the propaganda of this 

trend, and we have not seen a concrete stance on this issue from other parties. We are not talking 

about marginalized groups that work for 3-5 qəpik. The danger rather comes from their patrons. 

The Azerbaijani state must resolve this issue. Measures should be taken even with those kinds of 

singers and show-business people on TV.”

The monitoring shows that  LGBTIQ +phobic media uses public figures, political figures and 

celebrities as tools to circulate discriminatory and reactionary views. The "Queerphobes" section 

of the report focuses on this issue in a more detailed way. 

Hate “columns”

As in the previous report, the results of this year's monitoring show that column writing is the 

most suitable genre for hate speech, discriminatory language, and a degrading style.
 
10 out of 80 materials that include words and terms with reference to LGBTIQ + in Yeni Müsavat 

are column articles written by Khalid Kazimli, who is known by his pen name Samir Sari.

During the year, while identifying words and phrases describing LGBTIQ +, it became clear that 

the word "petukh" entered this year's statistics through Samir Sari's columns. Although not all of 

these articles are directly about LGBTIQ +, expressions about LGBTIQ + have been used as a tool to 

write derogatory and ridiculous sentiments. Let's take a closer look at the author's article "Let the 

minority not turn to the majority, no matter what".
 
Samir Sari, who uses homophobic rhetoric from the title to the middle of the article, says: 

"Personally, I am not homophobic." He substantiates his opinion about himself as follows: “Many 

times I had a chance (especially at international conferences) to talk to a person who seemed to 

represent a sexual minority with all his gestures and appearance, I did not turn away in disgust or 

say anything else. "

The LGBTIQ+ phobia expressed by direct violence by the authorities is clear. But what does 

homophobic behavior imply and why is a veteran media representative like Samir Sari unaware of 

it? Homophobia is associated with legitimizing sexism, authoritarianism and a heterocentric 

system; it stems from a mindset that hinders freedom and a fair life.



Homophobic rhetoric has changed its strategy and style significantly over the years. Although 

homophobic rhetoric used to be more open and harsh, it has developed significantly in recent 

years. Now homophobic rhetoric has expanded its scope thanks to its soft style. Because 

homophobia has no clear boundaries, it can manifest itself anywhere.

Even the harshest expressions and demands, as in the updated version of homophobic rhetoric 

over the years, can prove to be impartial, tolerant and harmless. Using this strategy in the article 

(whether intentionally or unintentionally), the author says that “Mostly, people are afraid that 

today's sexual minorities are aggressive, they can scratch and cut four face with a blade. It is even said 

that many carry knives in their bags,” thus criminalizing them and distorting their realities.
  
Elchin Aliyoglu was one of the columnists covered in the last report. He continued to follow the 

same path in his March 9 article titled “ ”. "A group of women tried to No Feminist Gossip in Baku

protest in Baku," the author said, insulting feminist activists, accusing them of misunderstanding 

feminism.

The March 8 march of feminists in Baku was also a topic for an author at the haqqın.az website 

Natella Rustamova: "Honor of one Azerbaijani and dishonor of another".
 
In the state-nationalist discourse, a woman's citizenship and existence as an individual is built 

differently from and related to the citizenship and existence of male citizens. In the discourse 

highlighted by Natella Rustamova, women are one of the main tools to protect the existence of the 

state and the nation – they will be called to the front if necessary, and when the threat to the state 

and the nation subsides, they will send them home as a birth machine to ensure population growth 

and therefore growth of the nation. Women and their sexuality are at the heart of national and 

ethnic processes. For this reason, a woman's departure from this discourse is perceived as her 

disappearance, a betrayal of the motherland, the nation and the state. In this article, we see that it 

is associated with feminism because it does not coincide with statehood and nationalism. As we 

have noted, if a woman does not devote her life to the welfare of the nation, the state, the 

reproduction and reconstruction of its political ambitions - for example, as a martyr's mother, 

sister, daughter or husband - she is a traitor. B.S. Walby interprets patriarchy in two ways: a) 

private patriarchy, b) public patriarchy. Private patriarchal values   prefer women in the private 

sphere, benefit from their domestic labor, and isolate them from public life and society. The 

presence of a woman here is to serve the house and the people there. Public patriarchy is 

connected with the state. Women are not isolated from society, but the condition for not being 

isolated is to serve the welfare of the community within the conditions built by that society. In this 

article, the woman, who is valued by the nationalist-state discourse, is built only as a heterosexual 

and martyr's mother, sister and relative. The woman, who goes beyond this identity, is labelled a 

traitor to both the homeland and her peers.

https://news.milli.az/politics/929005.html


Queerphobes of the year

Monitoring results show that the media is the most fertile platform for politicians and celebrities 

to make queerphobic statements. People operating in various fields are those who use the press as 

a tool to spread hate speech and misinformation, as well as to target LGBTIQ +s.

Psychologists, politicians, doctors, etc. are perceived as dominant in society, and their 

discriminatory views are taken more seriously. Moreover, these ideas are spreading very quickly 

thanks to sensational media headlines written for the sake of clickbait. In particular, because of the 

lack of a queer-inclusive environment in conservative countries such as Azerbaijan, LGBTQ +s are 

not given space in the mainstream media; there is no denying the misinformation (for example the 

idea that homosexuality is a disease) spread by such dominant individuals, who have access to 

hundreds of thousands and even millions of people. 

The voices of LGBTQ+s are silenced by queerphobic and discriminatory speeches; and those who 

directly oppose LGBTIQ + citizens in public are finding the courage to commit hate crimes because 

public figures empower them.

Who are the most distinguished socio-political figures in 2021 with their discriminatory speeches? 

We have compiled a list of them together with the views they spread to society through the media.

https://oc-media.org/features/the-rise-of-homophobic-rhetoric-in-azerbaijan/
https://oc-media.org/features/the-rise-of-homophobic-rhetoric-in-azerbaijan/


Our tricolor flag has a rival like a multicolor flag! LGBT!
LGBT people promise a deadly spiritual fate for the future of the people who have lived for hundreds of 
years with the Maiden Tower mindset, for me and your children!

Statistics of sexual minorities, their lifestyle (drug transit, immorality, same-sex marriages) should be 
determined. Moreover, it is not a secret that being a sexual minority is also a health problem. 
Therefore, official registration must be carried out. Those who suffer from this sexual illness are also 
psychologically handicapped… Therefore, someone should be responsible for interfering in the process. 
After all, the Ministry of Internal Affairs is responsible for criminal acts, but who will take care of this 
mental problem, which does not fit into these mental values and religious views? Maybe we should 
expect that, just like the "white death", the issue of sexual minorities will create a wave of "color 
death" in the country and explode?!



Homosexuality is a habit and a direct psychological disorder. Whether they are lesbians, transsexuals, 
gays or bisexuals, they all have childhood traumas. The common name is parental neglect. Either 
there was no one to guide them properly or they were abused or abandoned by parents.

The propaganda of LGBT symbols, as well as its belonging to the 3rd sex, is inadmissible. It is 
sometimes said that God created them this way. No. Nature has created humans in two sexes in terms 
of the necessary instrumental equipment. The third sex is a deviation, an exception. It is just that 
many people belonging to sexual minorities, as a result of their upbringing and propaganda, deviate 
from the straight and natural path and tend to the third door. Their numbers would not increase and 
would be limited without open promotion of LGBT people. 



Hey transgender people, know your limits. Do not overdo it, I personally warn you. I am still speaking 
on my own behalf. If you come to me, I will do my best to destroy you. From here, I appeal to all our 
men, my brothers, and girls like me. Wherever you see them, beat them.

There is homosexuality in nature, but human society is governed not only by biology but also by 
consciousness. It seems to me that as long as ethical values remain in force, such cases will not be 
allowed in Azerbaijan.



As long as I am an MP, I will protest against the issue of sexual minorities: "I can even rebel, 
everything can be tolerated, but not this. When Azerbaijan joined the Council of Europe, one of the 
commitments was to show tolerance for sexual minorities: “I strongly objected to this. I said that 
Azerbaijan has national traditions and we cannot accept this commitment. However, they removed 
Article 113 from the Criminal Code of Azerbaijan. We can't agree on same-sex relationships and 
marriages."

LGBT ugliness will not find a place in society. Now they are trying to impose these disgusting, 
inhuman features on the world. Unfortunately, there are a few brainwashed people in Azerbaijan. 
There are young people who have become propagandists of this abomination. Such actions are not 
only against the state but also against humanity. These actions must be prevented.



During the January-December 2021 study period, 501 materials (news, articles, columns, 

interviews) with words and terms related to LGBTIQ+ were published in 23 media outlets. 

Although 37.5% of them have neutral content, 62.5% are biased or published incorrect materials 

against LGBTIQ+.

If we compare the number of articles with 2020, there is an increase of 89.

This year’s monitoring results also show that media outlets are reinforcing negative stereotypes 

that could lead to violence against LGBTIQ +. The media often turns a blind eye to concerns about 

rights and equality, including offences related to LGBTIQ+.
 
Most of the terms and expressions in the news and articles are misused. For example, a phobic 

expression such as "sexual minority" was used 103 times in 2020, but in 2021 it was 116. Although 

the term "petukh" did not appear in the media in 2020, in 2021 the term was widely circulated by 

cishetero columnists and authors. The total number of uses of the words "mavi" (blue) and 

"petukh" was 21.
 
The study shows that LGBTIQ+ continues to be used in the Azerbaijani media as a tool to insult 

political opponents.
 
Although not related to the news or articles, journalists emphasize people's sexual orientation or 

gender identity.

Interestingly, in each of our reports over the past three years, it has become clear that the topic of 

LGBTIQ + in the Azerbaijani media appears in a non-Azerbaijani context: there are fewer materials 

on the status and rights of LGBTIQ + in Azerbaijan.
 
Transphobia is especially prevalent in the media. Transgender terms such as "transgender", 

"formerly male / female" or "male / female born" are used. Deadnaming patterns are also common.
 
All the above-mentioned problems show that the reason why the media outlets give wide coverage 

to stigmatizing and discriminatory hate speech is not simply that they are less informed and have 

less access to queer resources. Manifestations of hate speech do not happen by chance either. Both 

our monitoring and the reports of other agencies and groups make it clear that the policy of 

discrimination in the media is purposefully implemented in proportion to the statements of 

government agencies and pro-government public figures who are hostile to LGBTIQ+.
  
In addition to the problems, the coverage of LGBTQ + in the context of rights and freedoms in the 

country's media is more common than in previous years. This has changed in parallel with the 

activities of various initiative groups, LGBTIQ + activism that has gained more visibility in certain 

public spaces. In this regard, one of the memorable events of 2021 is the first public statement by 

Azerbaijani civil society representatives against the increase in violence, discrimination and other 

violations of LGBTQ + citizens and the inaction of the state in this regard.

CONCLUSION
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